Message

From: Morning Consult [reply@e.morningconsult.com]

Sent: 5/17/2017 12:16:16 PM

To: Stavnes, Sandra [Stavnes.Sandra@epa.gov]

Subject: Morning Consult Energy: EPA Call for Comments on Deregulation Met With Pleas for Protections

By ulia Gheorghiv and Jack Fizpalrick

shing

s After requesting input on deregulating laws, the Environmental Protection
Agency received more than 55,000 public comments with pleas to
protect environmental safeguards. (The Washingion Post)

« Democrats introduced a bill that would sunset the law that Republicans
have used to reverse 13 regulations, including the Interior Department's
stream protection rule, passed during President Barack Obama's
administration. (1hs Hil)

s Sens. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.1.) and Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) questioned
an Environmental Protection Agency nominee about her lobbying past at
an electric utility company. (Law3th)
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s The progress in decreasing oil prices made by the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries' plan to extend production cuts could be
undone by U.S. shale oil production. (Ths Wall Strest Joumnal)

« North Dakota's largest electricity provider has embraced wind farms to
meet energy demands as cheapest and most readily available source of

« Nuclear power plants looking for bailouts faced slim options due to
strong opposition from natural gas lobbyists, who have argued that
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vents Calendar

| Times Local)

Wednesday

Murkowskl, Falson discuss energy atl AGCOF

Greantech Solar Summit

House Aopropristions subcommitias American Indian and Alasks

Native nublic wilness hearin

Senate Homeland Security Committes mesting on requistory
rafomm hills

Senate Environmeant and Publico Works Committes hearing on
rfrastructurs

Fardus testifies io Mouse Agriculture Committes

House Natura! Resources subcommittes hearing on nigs 1o roefs
Drogram

The Climate Reality Projlect's carbon pricing panel

House Approoriations subcommittes American Indian and Alaska

Native public wiiness heann

Housae Natura!l Resources subcommittes hearing on wildfive
managament

Thursday

Greantech Solar Summi

Senate Energy and Naturs! Hesources Commiltes heaning on
nomination of depudy Interior aacretary

House Naturas! Respurces subcommittes hearing on water rights
bills

House Tranaporiation angd Infrastructure subcommitise hearn
on waler qualily
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Eovironmeantal Law nstitute discussion on compeansatory
mitination

Hook iall on THet, Hungey Planet” by Lisa Paimer

Fruitt discusses "Retuming to ERPA Originalism”

Friday
NOAC-USARE event on horzontal wells

General

Senate Dems Say BPA Pick’s Lobbving Past Makes Her Unfit
Christine Powsll, Law360

Two Democratic senators are questioning the EPA about ifs recent decision io
appoint an ex-lobbyist for an association of electric cooperatives 1o a leadership
position, saying in a news release announcing a letter sent (o the agency on
Tuesday that she "appears {0 be unable to perform virtually any of the duties of
the job due 1o her ethics conflicts”

EPA asked the public which requiations to gut - ang got an sarful about
lsaving them alone
Brady Dennis, The Washington Post
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Last month, the Environmental Protection Agency put out a call for comments
about what regulations are in need of repeal, replacement or modification. The
effort stemmed from an executive order issued by President Trump earlier this
yvear instructing agencies 1o reexamineg regulations that "eliminate jobs, or inhibit
job creation” and/or "impose costs that exceed benefits.”

Dems propose serapping law GOP used to overtum regulations
Tim Devaney, The Hill

Democrats are taking aim at President Trump's power o roll back regulations.
The Sunset the CRA and Restore American Protections (SCRAP) Act
introduced Tuesday by Sens. Cory Booker (N.J.) and Tom Udall (N.M.) would
eliminate the law that Trump and Republican lawmakers have used to repeal
more than a dozen Obama-era regulations. Rep. David Cicilline (D-R.1} is
backing identical legisiation in the House.

Trumpo iogers battie over anergy nominees
Devin Henry, The Hill

Prasident Trump is facing a new fight with Democrats and greens over his
energy agenda. Trump last week nominated two officials to the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC), which is responsible for permitting decisions
on hot-button energy projects such as natural gas pipelines and export
terminals.

Anti-Trump activists calliing for more pegy review In govermmaent are
ving conservatives axactly what they want,
Daniel Engber, Slate

A protest on behalf of something as nebulous as "science” could mean
anything, really. But when thousands of men, women, and children arrived in
Washington, D.C., last month for a "March for Science,” their prime concermn
appeared 1o be that objective, scientific facts were losing ground in government.
"What do we want? Evidence-based science!” protestors shouted in D.C. and
around the world. "When do we want 17 After peer review!”

Virginia Looks to Dut Emissions Regardiess of Clean Power Plan Review
Jack Fitzpatrick, Morning Consult

Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe (D) on Tuesday called for limits on carbon dioxide
emissions from power plants in the Cld Dominion, as Democratic state and city
officials push back against the Trump administration's stance on energy issuses.

Damoorals accuse Rick Porry of freezing olean sneray fundin
John Siciliano, Washington Examiner
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Nearly 30 Democrats complained to Energy Secretary Rick Perry on Tuesday
that the Department of Energy is withholding clean energy funding that
Congress already designated under previously passed spending bills.

15 solones foo 'politicized? Trumn administration tackies issus
Christopher Wallace, Fox News

Drought is threatening to turn Eastern Africa into yet another scene of
devastating famine. Already, livestock are dying because they lack water to
drink, and the farms can't grow enocugh feed for them. Yet, in Tanzania,
government workers recently poured bags of special drought-resistant com into
a pit and set them ablaze.

Daullon Relgns as UL, Politics Takes Canter Stage: Markels Wrea
Robert Brand, Bloomberg News

OPEC's internal Economic Commission Board meets in Vienna to discuss the
market in preparation for the group's formal meeting on May 25. The U.S.
Energy Information Administration i1s projecied o report that crude stockpiles
declined by 2.67 million barrels in the week ended May 12, according o a
Bloomberg survey of analysts.

Qi Prices Hold Gains on Prospects for QPEQC Daal
Neanda Salvaterra and Timothy Puko, The Wall Street Journal

Cil prices are holding near unchanged Tuesday with concems about strong
imports to the U.S. erasing earlier gains tied o optimism about extended
production cuts from the world's biggest exporters.

iran lkely to back longer OPECded ofl cut if &l on board: sources
Alex Lawler and Rania El Gamal, Reutlers

A proposal to extend an OPEC and non-OPEC supply cut for nine months is a
positive idea, sources familiar with Iranian thinking said, suggesting OPEC's
third-largest producer is likely to go along with such a plan if there is a
CONSensus.

Portland General Blecotric nizxes olan for new gas capacit
Robert Walton, Utility Dive
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Responding to criticism over its plan for new gas-fired capacity, Portland
General will head back to the drawing board and negotiate to acquire green
resources as well as proposing o add significant renewable capacity {o is
system.

Utilities and Infrastructure

Lhing bullding biggest infrastructure prolect in histor
Steve LeVine, Axios

Americans and Europeans are again riveted on intelligence leaks, cyber
hacking and the latest surge of inward-looking fervor. in Baijing, though, the talk
the last couple of days has been of globalization on a historic scale - the
construction of a more than trillion-dollar global web of roads, ports, railroads
and energy projects, all of them leading back to China.

Minors Incroase groen onergy use 1o power thelr pits
Barbara Lewis, Reuters

Major mining companies, including some of the world's biggest suppliers of
fossil fuel, are seeking 1o use more renewable energy themselves as they strive
to drive down costs and curb emissions. Glencore, the world's biggest shipper
of seaborme coal, said in Tuesday's 2017 sustainability report that it gets 19
percent of its energy from renewable sources, up a percentage point from last
year's report.

San Jose approves olean sner FOOIram
Nicholas Cheng, The San Francisco Gate

San Jose approved a program Tuesday (o pool funds from residents o
purchase energy from green sources, becoming the largest city in the country to
do s0. Several other Bay Area communities have established such programs,
known as Community Choice Energy programs.
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Coal

Dakota coal Industry dios In as wind powsy sweens the state
Daniel Cusick, E&E News

From the cab of the 7,000-ton dragline Chief lronsides, the gray-brown
subsurface of central North Dakota is peeled back in 160-on bucket loads,
revealing a 10-foot-thick seam of lignite that runs like a ribbon through the
roliing plains north of Bismarck. This is the fuel that made North Dakota a fossil
energy state long before the Bakken Shale produced its first barrel of oil.

Ew-ooal OEO fresh from prison urass Trumn (o probe 200010 blast
Timothy Gardner, Reuters

A former coal executive who last week finished a yearlong prison sentence for
conspiring to viclate safety standards at a mine where a deadly blast occurred,
has urged U.8. President Donald Trump to "get to the truth” about the incident.

Colombia’s mining sector could receive $1.8 billion annually over five

VOArs
Luis Jaime Acosta and Helen Murphy, Reuters

Mining could become Colombia's economic growth engine with investments of
at least $1.5 billion a year over the next five years if the government guarantees
legal certainty to businesses, the industry's top representative said on Tuesday.
Major mining companies are urging the government (o better regulate public
consultations and votes on mining projects, arguing that legal uncertainty is the
industry's biggest challenge.

uciear

Strugoiing Nuclear Industry Lobbles Biate Governments For Hel
Marie Cusicl, NPR News

Just like coal companies, America’s nuclear power industry is having a tough
time. It faces slowing demand for electricity, and competition from cheaper
natural gas and renewables. And now, touting itself as a form of clean energy,
the nuclear industry is lobbying state legisiatures with a controversial pitch for
help,
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Flan to entomb Manitoba's nuclesr wasts worriss snvironmaentalists
CBC News

Manitobans should be worried about a plan o permanently cover over nuclear
waste in Pinawa with grout, say some local environmentalists. And what
happens here could set a precedent for the rest of Canada, said
environmentalist Anne Lindsey.

AH but two countries are in the Paris climate sgreement, The US, could be
the third,
Denise Lu and Kim Soffen, The Washington Post

Cne of Donald Trump's prominent campaign promises - to pull out of the Paris
climate agreement, a 2015 U.N. accord that aims to combat climate change -
may s00n become reality.

Editorials and Perspectives

Liean Doab An American Allermative Enaray Sourge
Denny Weddle, Morning Consult

Energy Secretary Rick Perry recently dedicated the world's largest clean-coal
power plant, the WA Parish Generating Station - known as Petra Nova. Located
not far from Houston, Petra Nova is the first of several American clean-coal
operations schedulad (o open during fiscal year 2017.

Rick Poarry s Inmolementing Praomatie Environmentalism For Trum
Administration
James Taylor, Forbes

Department of Energy Secretary Rick Perry, like his predecessor in the Obama
administration Emest Moniz, is using the power of his position 1o advocate
pragmatic environmentalism. Like Moniz, Perry recognizes thatl nuclear power
is essential to affordable, reliable, emissions-fres power.
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LLE, chemical safety rules need o be undated
Mike Wilson, The Houston Chronicle

During 13 vears of work as a professional firefighter, paramedic and EMT, |
sometimes responded to an emergency at an industrial facility. If this required
us {o extricate a worker from a piece of machinery, we would start IV lines,
administer morphine and oxygen, and pull the machine apart with hydraulic
tools or carefully disassembile it

search R

High Arctic Holocsns temperature record from the Agsssiz o cap and
Greendand ice sheet evolution
Benoit Lecavalier et al., PNAS

Reconstructions of past environmental changes are important for placing recent
chimate change in context and testing climate models. Periods of past climates
warmer than today provide insight on how components of the climate system
might respond in the fulure. Here, we report on an Arctic climate record from
the Agassiz ice cap. Ouwr resulls show that early Holocene air temperatwres
exceed present values by a few degrees Celsius, and that industrial era rates of
temperature change are unprecedented over the Holocene period (77712,000
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